
PET INDUSTRY JOINT
ADVISORY COUNCIL
1220 19th Street, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202-452-1525
Fax: 202-293-4377

CHAIRMAN
Elywn Segrest
Segrest Farms, Gibsonton, FL

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
Frank Koch
Natural Balance Pet Foods, Pacoima, CA

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
Ruth Jeffers
Jeffers Pet, Dothan, AL

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Jeff Sutherland
Central Pet, Walnut Creek, CA

DIRECTORS
Bill Brant
The Gourmet Rodent, Jonesville, FL

Bruce Cook
Classic Products, LLC, Elwood, IN

Ken Hall
PETsMART, Inc., Phoenix, AZ

James P. Heim
Central Garden & Pet, Walnut Creek, CA

Roger E. Lambert
Lambriar Inc., Mahaska, KS

Chuck Latham
Chuck Latham Associates, Parker, CO

Bob Merar
General Pet Supply, Milwaukee, WI

Mark Pustizzi
NEMA, Inc., Hollis, NH

Jim Seidewand
Pet World, Inc., West Henrietta, NY

Gerry Tomas
Tomas Sales & Marketing, Homer Glen, IL

Kevin Whalen
PETCO Inc., San Diego, CA

ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES
Joel Adamson (APPA)
Sergeants Pet Care, Omaha, NE

Ruth Jeffers (WWPIA)
Jeffers Pet, Dothan, AL

Bob Merar (PIDA)
General Pet Supply, Milwaukee, WI

W. Paul Norton (FTFFA)
Norton’s Fisheries, Ruskin, FL

PAST CHAIRMAN
Irving Gall
Paramas, NJ

Neill J. Hines
Federal Way, WA

Timothy A. Hovanec, PhD
Moorpark, CA

Allan Levey
Secaucus, NJ

Alexandre G. Perrinelle
Los Angeles, CA

PRESIDENT
Pamela Stegeman

CEO & GENERAL COUNSEL
N. Marshall Meyers

TESTIMONY OF PET INDUSTRY JOINT ADVISORY COUNCIL

BEFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES

& ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

HOUSE BILL 3121

February 18, 2009

Position: Qualified Opposition

As the world’s largest pet trade association dealing with live animal issues, the Pet
Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) appreciates the opportunity to offer this
esteemed committee our views on House Bill 3121. Representing the interests of
all segments of the pet industry throughout the United States, PIJAC counts among
its thousands of members various associations, organizations, corporations and
individuals involved in the commercial pet trade. More specifically, we represent
pet breeders, pet product manufacturers, distributors and retailers throughout
South Carolina who could be significantly impacted by the legislation before you
today.

Let me emphasize that nobody cares more about humane breeding, wild harvest,
and rearing standards than does PIJAC. We have, for many years, provided highly
respected animal care certification programs intended to ensure that employees are
well trained in the care of the animals they handle; a program widely utilized not
only by persons in the commercial pet trade but also shelters and humane societies
throughout the country, and one that has even been adopted as a statutory standard.

PIJAC, for more than three decades, has worked closely with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service and numerous state fish and game agencies in support of
sustainable use standards involving wild harvest as well as minimizing the risk of
non-native species becoming invasive species.

Our association has long been recognized as the voice for a responsible pet trade,
and routinely advocates for new statutory standards that are in the best interests of
companion animals and the pet-owing public. We also continually seek to advance
the voluntary implementation of superior standards in the care, handling and
transport of companion animals.

Our concern about the pending legislation is a need for clarification in three areas.
While PIJAC is not taking a position on the catch limits imposed by the Bill, we
believe that taxonomic clarification is warranted with respect to the Yellowbelly
turtle (Trachemys scipta) since it should read Trachemys scipta scipta to avoid
confusion with the Red-eared Slider (Trachemys scipta elegans).



The second concern involves a ban against “removal from the state.” While in the context of the bill that indicates
removal from the wild in the State some have confused its meaning to refer to “export from the State.” We
recommend that the language be clarified by indicating that this means wild harvest not “export/remove” from the
State.

The third concern involves prohibition of “sale, offer for sale, or purchase” of the Yellowbelly and Common
snapping turtles, or for that matter, any other listed species from an out-of-state supplier. If the specimens have not
been removed from the wild in South Carolina, why should they be otherwise prohibited? PIJAC urges the
Committee to reconsider this approach and limit restrictions, if deemed appropriate, to removal from the wild in the
State and not ban otherwise legal interstate commerce, irrespective if from an in-state permitted facility or an -out-
of-state supplier.

If you have any questions regarding our position, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you greatly for your consideration of our concerns.

Respectfully Submitted,

Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council

N Marshall Meyers

By: N. Marshall Meyers, Esq.


